
Overview of Equipping Process (draft) 

Most of what you will read in this Compendium will be best understood if you have listened to the series 

“Heaven’s House” and “Why Wisdom” found on www.wisdomshouse.org under “Introduction Materials” 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is a simple matter, yet as one draws deeper into Christ and as a member of His 

House it is also true that the rooms are filled with many rare and beautiful treasures1; i.e. an abundance 

of intricacies of great value regarding all that is a part of our journey to maturity in Christ.  The following 

overview is a way of giving an orientation to those who might get weighed down by some of the 

intricacies and lose sight of God’s Big Idea.  The Equipping Process is not an academic process, although it 

is very educational.  It is for those who desire to be disciples (students) of Christ.  It is a process of 

restoring ourselves to the Lord in what we believe and what we therefore will be leaving, how we behave 

and what we therefore will be having, and to whom do we belong as a result of what we are longing for. 

Many who are reading this have known the Lord for some time and have experienced church in one 

fashion or another.  This overview is to point to the horizon and begin to give markers to a destination – a 

place where a people walking in Christ-like maturity and unity are reflecting the fullness of Christ.  We call 

this an intentional new covenant community, church as one Body, the local and trans-local Body of Christ. 

Understanding this way of life in the context of the western culture is not easy.  Most of what we know is 

oriented toward a Christianity that is a sub-culture to a powerful consuming culture, and therefore we 

have become deluded and confused.  The way of life Christ calls us to is a counter-culture; a completely 

other way of living and an appropriate response to who He is and what He has done for us. 

This overview takes three general ideas that represent the Lord’s commands.  They are profoundly called 

Big Idea #1, #2, & #3.  In this overview we also present two handles that one can hold onto and 

communicate easily.  So, this overview has three “Big Ideas” and two “HANDLES”.   

Big Idea #1:  God wants us to love Him.  That is a loaded command, but it is captured in the expression 

of the cross – to lay down our lives for Him so that we can be one with Him, His Son Jesus, and His Spirit. 

So: Am I loving God? Or Am I growing in an intimate oneness with God the Father, Son, & Spirit? 

Big Idea #2:  God wants us to love one another – to lay down our lives for one another.  Again, the cross 

is our portal.  So: Am I loving His Family? Or Am I growing in oneness with the Father’s Family, The Son 

Jesus’ Body, the Church?  

Big Idea #3:  God wants us to love our neighbor.   That is, to make disciples, not through programs, but 

by inviting them into His Family.  So: Am I growing in welcoming others into The Father’s Family, 

reproducing Jesus’ Body, making disciples of Christ, and building spiritual generations? 

These three Big Ideas are helpful to begin to grab hold of the amazing, beautiful, eternal Kingdom the 

Lord offers us as His Sons and Daughters.  They also help frame the two HANDLES that give scripture and 

clarity for each of us to grab onto and be able to share the difference between what many believe church 

to be today, and what Jesus is actually calling us into. 
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Proverbs 24:3 “By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; 4 through knowledge its rooms are 

filled with rare and beautiful treasures.” 

http://www.wisdomshouse.org/


None of us would expect any talk about intimacy to come out of the mouth of a modern day carpenter, 

but for Jesus – intimate oneness with His Father was everything2.  Jesus is our example.  He was a crystal 

clear representation of His Father.  His unity with His Father and Spirit is our standard.  As He dwelt in an 

intimate oneness with His Father, so may we too dwell with Him and one another, if we will seek Him 

first, and His Kingdom3.  There is no greater folly than to receive the salvation of God and go on living for 

ourselves, and there is no greater wisdom than to lay down our lives for Jesus, His Body, & His Kingdom.  

This is a life-long journey into maturity so we must not delay in our pursuit of Him, asking for the gift of 

His wisdom and revelation that we might enter into this intimacy with God as Father, Lord, and Friend. If 

we humble ourselves, He will give us the grace to do so.  If you haven’t started yet – A.S.K.4 in faith for His 

Spirit to help you depend on Him to enter into all that He has already given and also all that which He is 

yet to give. 

“HANDLES” help us hold on to something.  They help us grab onto things that are hard to grasp.  These 

handles will help you understand and be able to easily explain to others what the scriptures say about this 

way of life and therefore why there is an Equipping Process.   It is recommended everyone meditate on 

the following as a simple means of gaining an “overview” understanding for yourself AND for explaining to 

others in the future the basis of what we are doing and why we are doing it – in a clear, Biblically based 

manner. 

The first HANDLE is found in three one-liners that capture three major historical events recorded in the 

scriptures: John 17, Acts 2&4, and Ephesians 4.  In these three specific times and sources we hear and 

see a major element of what God desires for His Kingdom to function in the earth – unity amongst His 

Children, the Church.  It is captured in three easy to repeat phrases: Jesus prayed it.  The Holy Spirit 

accomplished it. The fife-fold are on the hook to facilitate it. 

Jesus prayed it.  In John 17, around the breaking of His body and sharing of the new covenant in His 

blood, Jesus prayed for unity amongst those who would believe in Him through the message and lives of 

the original twelve disciples and the early church.  Much of what we give ourselves to when it comes to 

sharing God’s Kingdom is missing the primary and most earth-shaking factor – a church that is walking in 

the love of the new covenant.  A love that is demonstrated in a life laid-down for Jesus and for one 

another.  This is a part of ‘being equipped’ and will be in the Equipping Process through teachings, 

experiences, and heavenly encounters on what Jesus desired when He broke the bread and served the 

wine opening an invitation to His new covenant.  We will also have much opportunity to expand our 

understanding of the word ‘fellowship’ reflected in our depth of communion with God and one another as 

we participate together in the Lord’s Body. 

The Holy Spirit accomplished it. In Acts 2 & 4 we see the physical manifestation of God’s desire and Jesus 

prayer – a people who entered into a unity that was mysterious and miraculous – devoting themselves to 
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 John 5:19  Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his 

Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20  For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does . . 

.” 
3
 Matt 6:33 “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

4
 Luke 11:9 "So I say to you: Be asking and it will be given to you; be seeking and you will find; be knocking and the door will 

be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 

James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given 

to him. 6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by 

the wind.  A.S.K. – Be Asking. Be Seeking. Be knocking.  



the apostles teaching, breaking bread, prayer, sharing all things in common, not having a need amongst 

them, etc.  I often wonder how long that unity lasted, because it wasn’t long until disputes/complaints 

arose and the ‘administration’ of the church became an issue of wisdom and leadership; there was a need 

for the ascension gifts to begin to take their place. 

The five-fold gifts are on the hook to facilitate it.  In Ephesians 4 we hear Paul’s plea to abide together in 

unity with humility, gentleness, patience, and in the Spirit – bonded in peace.  He proclaims a list of ‘ones’ 

that are key to this unity and hold us together.  We are One Body through one Spirit with one Hope, one 

Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of all.  He then describes the function of what we now 

call the ascension gifts or five-fold /A.P.E.S.T. ministries.  Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, 

Pastors/Shepherds and Teachers5 and how they are all given for one purpose – equipping/preparing all 

believers for fruitful lives so that the Body might be build up into unity until we are mature in unity, 

culminating in fullness, oneness in Christ.   

With these three messages, one from Jesus’ high priestly prayer, one in the physical deeds manifest 

through the Holy Spirit, and one from an important leader in the early church, Paul, we therefore are 

compelled to call each one who desires to member themselves to the Body of Christ here, go through and 

Equipping Process so that we might be faithful to the specific desires, grace, and gifts from God to help us 

do so. 

The second HANDLE is found in four words reflecting the nature of this way of life; ”intentional”, “new 

covenant”, “community.”  Below are three simple ideas that are easy to grasp and easy to explain to 

others in a clear and concise, scriptural manner. 

Intentional: We are trying to live our lives with intention.  This simply means that we want everything we 

do and say to be put through the tests of purpose, motive, and identity.   It is not a requirement, but a 

helpful question for those who have received God’s love, see Jesus’ example, and desire to be filled with 

His wisdom and grace so that we can be prepared when we see Him face to face.  Clarity of purpose, 

purity in motive, and growth in our identity as sons and daughters of the King, brothers and sisters in His 

Family. 

New Covenant: There are many who use the term ‘covenant.’  We want to be clear that this is not a 

covenant that has its origin with any man living on the earth.  It is God the Father’s new covenant, 

through Jesus His Son6 who is our Lord, empowered by the Holy Spirit.  In intimate oneness with God 

(Father, Son, Spirit) we find others and are in the new covenant with them and with all who are His and 

we desire to live in a way that the Body of Christ can be healed and restored unto the fullness of Christ. 

Community: This word is gaining popularity and is very scriptural and very spiritual.  Like the word 

covenant, it too can be used in many different ways and mean different things in differing contexts.  We 

want to be clear that our community is based on our participation in the eating the flesh and drinking the 
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 Ephesians 4:11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 

and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach 

unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 

Christ.” 
6
 Luke 22:19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me. 20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

which is poured out for you.” 



blood of the Son of God7.  This is the Eucharist table (table of grace/thanksgiving) that Wisdom has 

prepared and it is found in the House that Wisdom builds8.  In full maturity, Wisdom’s House has seven 

pillars – a church with a lampstand that is a beacon of light and will result in a church that is a city on a 

hill, a place of refuge for all who would desire to come into Christ through Wisdom’s gate, the cross. 

 To conclude this overview we encourage you to ask yourself, “Did you ever wonder why the LORD 

requires those who are His to love Him, and commands it to be done first?”  He has the authority to 

require this because He is the author of all life.  He is the origin and destination of all things.  From Him 

and through Him and to Him are all things. You and I have been given physical life as a gift in this world 

and are offered an optional life-eternal in this age and the age to come.  So there it is, God says things 

like, “You shall have no other gods before me.” And “Love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul, 

and strength.”  Yet while we were yet sheep gone astray to our own self-serving way, He loved us, He died 

for us, He crossed wisdom’s gate and opened a way for us to also pick up our cross and follow Him.  This is 

a glimpse of the wisdom by which He founded the earth - this mystery-secret hidden from before time 

and destined for our glory9.  The nature of the kind of love God requires of us is unto ALL that we are – 

heart, soul, and strength.10  It is a love that must lay down everything, even your own life.  God has 

already laid down His life for us.  Our doorway to God’s love is to love God because in laying our lives 

down, we then gain it11.  So, this is the foundation of our lives a love that builds up, the wisdom that 

builds the House of God. 

  The Equipping Process is a season of listening, being still, repenting, slowing down, and making 

room for Jesus to come and lead.  It is a cycle of intimacy (relationship with Jesus and His People), 

revelation (teaching, reading, relationships, encounters with God), and intercession (crying out with our 

very way of life for God’s Kingdom to come in your life and in the lives of others.) It is not about academic 

accomplishment, but it is a body of information that must be caught by the Spirit as it is experienced, 

received from others, then given to others.  It is information that covers a group of discipleship material 

so that we all might be growing in three areas, asking ourselves:  

Big Idea #1:  Am I growing in an intimate oneness with God the Father, Son, & Spirit? 
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 John 6:53 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no 

life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my 

flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 

 
8
 Proverbs 9:1 Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn out its seven pillars. 2 She has prepared her meat and mixed her wine; 

she has also set her table. 3 She has sent out her maids, and she calls from the highest point of the city. 4 "Let all who are simple 

come in here!" she says to those who lack judgment. 5 "Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed. :6  Leave your 

simple ways and you will live; walk in the way of understanding. 

 
9
1Cor 2:6 “We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 

age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined 

for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for 

those who love him"—10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.” 
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Deut 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your might.” 
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Mar 8:34 “Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny 

himself and take up his cross and follow me.  35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 

and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 



In area 1 of equipping one finds the disciplines that open the way to intimate oneness, being hidden with 

Christ in God, which is reflected in loving obedience to Him; the Lord’s first commandment12. 

Big Idea #2:  Am I growing in oneness with the Father’s Family, The Son Jesus’ Body, the Church? 

In area 2 of equipping one finds the disciplines that open the way to intimate oneness as church in 

communion with Christ first and as His People dwelling together in love and doing the works of Christ; the 

Lord’s second commandment13 and ‘new’ command14. 

Big Idea #3:  Am I growing in welcoming others into The Father’s Family, reproducing Jesus’   

      Body, making disciples of Christ, and building spiritual generations? 

In area 3 of equipping one grows in a way of living as church, life-missionaries with a vision to make 

disciples and leaders (of our children first) who make disciples and leaders doing the works of Jesus, night 

and day prayer, city transformation by reaching the poor, and ultimately by planting churches in 

intentional new covenant community/spiritual family; the Lord’s great commission. 
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 Matt 22:37 Jesus replied: "'Lov 

e the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest 

commandment.” 
13

 Matt 22:39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments." 
14

 John 13:34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  35 By this all 

men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 


